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Agricultural Policy Group 
Reviews USDA Needs 


Needed studies by the USDA in 
three general areas—new crops, eco- 
nomic problems of agriculture, and 
foreign trade—were discussed by the 
USDA's Agricultural Research Policy 
Committee at its meeting in Wash- 
ington March 21-22. 


The committee indicated that em- 
phasis should be given to crops that 
could be used in industry, might be 
of strategic importance, and could re- 
place crops that appear to be in sur- 
plus for some time. Members also 
called for expansion of work on ma- 
chinery to produce and harvest these 
new crops. 


The group also urged that plant 
explorers step up their work to in- 
troduce new crops into this country, 
and at the same time asked for ex- 
pansion of basic studies on the com- 
position of plants already screened 
by USDA scientists. 


In the research on new crops, eco- 
nomie studies of market potentialities 
and of costs and returns to farmers 
also were rated as high priority needs. 
Among new crops discussed were cas- 
torbeans, safflower, sesame, ramie, 
kenaf, and bamboo. 


In the field of economic problems, 
the committee called for expansion 
of research on present and proposed 
farm programs, to learn more about 
effects of programs on such things as 
production, consumption, demand, 
farmers’ incomes, and costs to the gov- 
ernment. The group also urged more 
studies of factors affecting demand 
for food, including the effects of 
changing eating habits, to help meas- 
ure the effect of nutrition education 
programs on food demands and to 
predict future needs for food products. 


Committee members underlined the 
growing need for more information 
on agriculture in other countries. 
They stressed the need for public un- 
derstanding of basic facts about world 
markets and the competitive position 
of the U. 8. in those markets. 


Among the high priority research 
needs in the foreign trade field cited 
by the committee were these: Expand 


(Please turn to page 140) 


New Bulletin on 
Insecticide Recom 


A bulletin on Insecticide Recom- 
mendations for the control of insects 
attacking crops and livestock has been 
revised by the Entomology Research 
Branch of the USDA Agricultural 
Research Service. 


The bulletin lists the specific toler- 
ances allowed for pesticides applied to 
raw agricultural products under the 
Miller amendment to the Food and 
Drug Act. It also lists the formula- 
tion used, the recommended dosage 
per acre, recommended time of appli- 
cation, and the minimum days from 
last application to harvest. In many 
instances it also lists the reference or 


authority for the dosage rate and 
formulation. 


The revised bulletin—Agriculture 
Handbook No. AH-103, Revised, 1957 
—is expected to be available in several 
weeks. Copies may be obtained for 
50 cents each from the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


N.C.A. Group Plans Bulletin 
On Agitating Processes 


The newly-appointed N. C. A. Sub- 
committee on Agitating Processes met 
at Berkeley, Calif., March 14 and at 
San Jose, Calif., March 15. In addi- 
tion to the N. C. A., the major can 
manufacturers and an equipment sup- 
plier were represented. 


The publication of a bulletin cover- 
ing agitating processes for low-acid 
foods in metal containers was consid- 
ered, and it was decided that sufficient 
information is available for an initial 
edition of such a bulletin. A maximum 
goal of two years was set for publica- 
tion of the bulletin, and a working 
group was appointed to draft the pre- 
liminary copy which will be submitted 
to the N. C. A. Processing Committee 
for approval. Further assignments 
were made with regard to additional 
data needed on this type of processing. 
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House Group Approves Big 
Increase in FDA Funds 


Funds for the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration in the coming fiscal year 
would be about a fifth more than 
during the current year, under provi- 
sions of a bill reported by the House 
Appropriations Committee and de- 
bated in the House this week. 


The increase in FDA appropriations 
is intended to continue the expansion 
of FDA activities. The Citizens Ad- 
visory Committee on the Food and 
Drug Administration recommended in 
1955 that FDA expand its personnel 
and facilities from three- to fourfold 
within five to ten years. The ap- 
propriations provided in 1957 and 
requested for 1958 are aimed at dou- 
bling 1956 activities in five years. 


FDA appropriations are provided 
in H. R. 6287, making appropriations 
for the Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare. The full amount 
of the FDA budget request, $9,300,000, 
was recommended by the House Ap- 
propriations Committee. This is 82, 
521,000 more than the $6,779,000 ap- 
propriated for this fiscal year and 
$2,744,702 above the amount appro- 
priated for 1956. 


In hearings on the FDA budget, the 
FDA told the Committee: 


“Our plans for 1958 emphasize the 
n of our scientific activi- 
ties in Washington and the field, since 
new on of public protection 
canno’ evaluated and 
solved n scientific facts and 
methods have been provided. For ex- 
ample, peacetime application of — — 


77 may create many * 

for food and drug scientists n — 
cations providing for radiation — 
ervation of food and use of radioiso- 
topes in medicine. The vast field of 
chemical additives, including pesti- 
cide chemicals, poses a host of — 
easing to those res 

ing public saf 


. research is contemplated 
for the development of more and bet- 
ter techniques for detecting and meas- 
uring residues of pesticide chemicals 
and food additives and evaluating 
their toxicity. The FDA scientists 
will seek better 22 tests for de- 
tecting contamination and ende of 
foods. Precooked and 8 
foods, fresh and frozen 
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poultry, and icides on fruits and 
vegetables will receive high priorities 
in fiscal year 1958... . 

“The proposed program for 1958 in- 
cludes more attention to food stand- 
ards, which have received a propor- 
tionately small part of FDA time in 
recent years. ood manufacturers, 
as well as consumers, want standards 
for additional foods and more enforce- 
ment of standards. Likewise, more 
effort will be devoted to better pocket- 
book protection against fraudulent 
substitution of water and cheap in- 
gredients for those stated on the label. 

“The additional inspection person- 
nel requested will allow for more in- 
vestigational work into the unique 
bacteriological and sanitary problems 
connected with rapidly expanding in- 
dustry, where lack of good manufac- 
turing practices become a real public 
health problem and will increase our 
rene in the number of establish- 
ments inspected by nearly 18 percent 
and the collection of more samples for 
analysis. 

“The estimate also proposes enlarg- 
ing the informational and educational 
program consistent with one of the 
major recommendations of the Citi- 
zens Advisory Committee 

“The additional staff requested will 
be assigned to the implementation 
of this important field of work, where 
added facilities will give more im- 
petus to preventive enforcement by 
educational work directed to pro- 
ducers and consumers, and profes- 
sional people who use the products 
regulated by the Food, Drug, and Cos- 
metic Act. Meanwhile there can be 
no relaxing of our vigilance in the 

rotection of the public health for 
here still exist major problems which 
can only be solved by hard two-fisted 
fighting where the welfare of the 
American public is at stake.” 

The FDA is to have new laborato- 
ries and administrative offices in 
Washington. This was another of the 
recommendations of the Citizens Ad- 
visory Committee. The government 
has acquired land and has selected an 
architect. 


The FDA told the House Appropria- 
tions Committee that it plans to open 
a district office in Detroit. 


Ralph Dulany’s Mother Dies 


Mrs. Emma Cathell (Jenny) Du- 
lany, 92, widow of John H. Dulany and 
mother of past N.C.A. President 
Ralph O. Dulany, died following a 
heart attack March 24, at her Fruit- 
land, Md., home. 

Mrs. Dulany’s late husband, the 
founder of the John H. Dulany and 
Son Company, died in 1925. Mrs. 
Dulany was active in the management 
of the company until 1946. 


Herman B. Esselen 


Herman B. Esselen, 61, well known 
to the canning industry for his service 
as chief of the Container Section of 
the War Production Board during 
World War II, died March 25, in a 
Washington hospital, following a long 
illness. 

Mr. Esselen was a specialist in glass 
containers and closures and occupied 
an important position in their priority 
and control during emergency periods. 
Since World War II he held similar 
positions with the National Production 
Authority and the Commerce Depart- 
ment, where he was employed at the 
time of his death. 


Business Conditions Reflect 
Stable Level of Production 


Business conditions in the first part 
of this year were characterized by 
a high and stable rate of total pro- 
duction, according to the monthly re- 
view by the Office of Business Eco- 
nomics, U. 8. Department of Com- 
merce, in the March Survey of Cur- 
rent Business. 

While physical output matches the 
record pace established in late 1956, 
the somewhat higher prices and pay 
scales currently prevailing have ex- 
panded dollar totals of output and 
income. 


General price averages have con- 
tinued upward, both at wholesale and 
retail, but the rise appears to have 
slackened in wholesale channels, prin- 
cipally reflecting a leveling of food 
and farm prices. 


Employment in February reached 
a new high for this season of the 
year. Nonfarm employment, season- 
ally adjusted, continued the moderate 
advance evident in prior months. 
Manufacturing employment, however, 
was reduced somewhat from year-end 


and in February was little changed 
from a year ago. 


Average hours worked per week in 
manufacturing have also been lower 
in recent months. The reduced work 
week has been accompanied by some 
cuts in overtime premium pay. 


Nonetheless, while factory payrolls 
are down slightly from last year’s 
rate, total payrolls are the highest 
on record, with offsetting gains re- 
corded in nonmanufacturing indus- 
tries. Total personal income in early 
1957 reached a seasonally adjusted 
rate of $335 billion, $2 billion above 
the fourth quarter of 1956 and $18 
billion or 6 percent above a year ago. 


February retail sales were reported 
7 percent above the comparable month 
in 1956. 


OBE also pointed to two business 
investment developments of special 
interest—one, the continuing high 
rate of spending on fixed capital; the 
other, an apparent tendency for the 
rate of inventory investment to slow 
down. Total expenditures on plant 
and equipment in 1957, as reported 
by business firms in a recent govern- 
ment survey, are programmed at more 
than $37 billion 6% percent above 
1956. 

The book value of business inven- 
tories was little changed in December 
and January following a steady 
growth during most of 1956. Manu- 
facturing firms, which had accounted 
for the major share of the 1956 rise, 
held their stocks about even in these 
latest two months for which data are 
available. The reduced purchasing 
for inventory serves to moderate total 
demand for goods and, while in proe- 
ess, acts to lower pressures on pro- 
ductive resources. 

The OBE’s review of business 
trends noted that government expend- 


itures appear to be continuing up- 
ward, 


Stocks of Canned Foods on March 1 and Season Shipments 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- detailed reports covering the March 1 


ments of canned asparagus and green 


and wax beans have been issued by 


stock and shipment situation have 
been mailed to all canners packing 


the N. C. A. Division of Statistics, and these products. 


Canners’ Stocks, Season Shipments 


Carry- 

over 

month 
Beans, green and wax............... July 


* Carryover from 1956 pack into 1957-58 season. 


Total Supply March 1 to March | 

1055 1956 1056 1957 1956 1957 
(th ds of actual cases) — 

7 70 $8,048 1,803 1,844 5,036 6,208 


28,181 28,407 10,775 10,006 17,406 17,801 


i 
t 
( 
0 
] 
t 
€ 
8 
t 
t 


sank = 


138 
ig 
| 
; 
1 
— 
— 0 
0000000 
— : 


March 30, 1957 


Brown Urges Canners to Use 
Efficient Management Methods 


N. C. A. President A. Edward Brown 
was a guest speaker this week at the 
annual meeting of the Canners 
League of California and the joint 
meeting of the Southern California 
Food Processors and California Fish 
Canners Associations. 


Mr. Brown and Executive Secre- 
tary Carlos Campbell made informal 
appearances at the Canners League 
meeting. Mr. Brown was a principal 
speaker at the joint meeting, held in 
Long Beach. 


He said that management must 
maintain its tools of basic informa- 
tion. To do so, he said, requires im- 
provement in sources of information, 
refinement of data into readily usable 
forms, and the exercise of skill and 
judgment in interpreting them cor- 
rectly. 

Management’s basic information 
must be accurate, prompt, and well- 
organized at all levels, whether the 
business be large or small. 


“We as canners must take note of 
every advance in the art of manage- 
ment and of every new or improved 
tool which may become available. We 
all know from first-hand experience 
the effect on our businesses of the 
cost-price squeeze affecting our in- 
dustry and so many others today. 
Every step we take to reduce the cost 
of production, to minimize waste, and 
to increase the productivity of our 
employees and the efficiency of our 
plants is important. Even small 
savings here and there, when added 
together, may make the difference be- 
tween a good and mediocre profit, or 
worse, no profit at all. 


QMC Requirements for 
Ca Asparagus 


Tentative requirements for canned 
asparagus from the 1957 pack to meet 
the needs of the armed forces were 
announced March 25 by the Depart- 
ment of Defense. 

Procurement will be made by the 
various Military Subsistence Market 
Centers of the Military Subsistence 
Supply Agency with headquarters at 
226 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 9, III. 


A (Fancy) 


Grade Type and/or Style Can Sise 
Type II (all green) 


“We must test our operations from 
every angle and with an open mind,” 
he continued. “Some of the key control 
areas we might well investigate are 
quality of product and service, cost 
performance, marketing effectiveness, 
financial position, and creativity in 
developing new and improved prod- 
ucts and personnel resources. Evalu- 
ations of performance and control 
tools, properly used, will achieve the 
critical information we need to run 
and build our businesses.” 


The Information Division prepared 
and issued newspaper and radio-TV 
releases, covering highlights of Mr. 
Brown’s remarks to 133 California 
daily newspapers, 187 radio-TV news 
directors in California, the canning 
trade journals, and national, state 
and local wire services. 


Last week the Information Division 
also made the following distribution 
of press release material on Mr, 
Brown's speech before the Utah Can- 
ners Association meeting: 35 Utah 
newspapers, 24 radio-TV news direc- 
tors in Utah, the canning trade jour- 
nals, and national, state and local 
wire services. 


USDA Protests Rate Increases 


Secretary Benson has filed with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission a 
statement in opposition to recent rail- 
road petitions for further increases 
in freight rates, with res to agri- 
cultural commodities farm pro- 
duction supplies. 


Railroads have petitioned the ICC 
for a general increase of 22 percent 
in eastern and western territories, 
and for a general increase of 15 per- 
cent in the southern territory, includ- 
ing interim increases of 5 and 7 per- 
cent already granted. 


The USDA statement called atten- 
tion to the 14 general increases in 
freight rates since the end of World 
War II, as contrasted to the decline 
in agricultural prices and farmers’ in- 
comes. USDA said that higher mar- 
keting costs, including higher freight 
costs, have been one of the important 
reasons for the drop in farmers’ in- 
comes. 


(cases) 
24/No, 300 50,782 


Style 1(a) (mall) 
Style 1(b) (medium) 
Style 1(c) (large) 
or any combination 


thereof 


USDA Transportation Research 


The role that federal research 
should play in improving the trans- 
portation of farm products came un- 
der detailed discussion by the USDA's 
Transportation Research Advisory 
Committee during its annual meeting 
in Washington March 18.20. 


Important among its recommenda- 
tions were projects aimed at lower 
cost and improved services and main- 
taining product quality all along the 
line of transportation. The following 
were considered among the most 
urgent of high priority research needs 
in the field of transportation: 


Costs and service: Expand research 
on motor vehicle transportation of 
agricultural commodities exempt from 
economic regulation under the Inter- 
state Commerce Act. Initiate studies 
on operating costs of motor carriers 
hauling farm products. To study the 
potential of motor truck transporta- 
tion of fresh fruits and vegetables 
from far western states to midwest- 
ern and eastern market areas. 


Maintenance of product quality: 
Expand studies to improve protection 
of perishable farm products during 
transit by rail, truck, and water. In- 
itiate research on control of insects 
that infest farm products during ship- 
ment. Widen work on precooling fresh 
fruits and vegetables before shipment, 
including new methods of cooling and 
new kinds of packages and containers. 


Improvement of equipment and fa- 
cilities: Expand research to improve 
field and shipping containers. In- 
crease basic studies to develop depend- 
able standards of performance of new 
and used motortrucks and truck-trail- 
ers for transporting frozen foods. Ex- 
pand work to reduce loss of livestock 
during shipment by truck or rail. 


The committee endorsed the USDA’s 
fact-finding work on transportation 
rates and services, emphasizing the 
need for continued collection and 
analysis of data for use by agricul- 
tural interests and in proceedings be- 
fore various regulatory bodies. 


The group also gave general ap- 
proval to other service and educa- 
tional work of the Department. 


A detailed report of the commit- 
tee’s recommendations is being sub- 
mitted to USDA. Copies may be 
obtained from the committee’s execu- 
tive secretary, W. C. Dachtler, Office 
of the Administrator, Agricultural 
Research Service, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C. 
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USDA Seed Research 


Improvement of seed production 
and harvesting equipment, study of 
the basic physiology of vegetable 
seeds, and research on factors and 
practices affecting seed quality were 
among the high priority needs cited 
by the USDA’s Seed Research and 
Marketing Advisory Committee at its 
annual meeting, held this year at the 
University of California in Davis, 
March 4-7. 


The group called for a broad pro- 
gram of research on seed production 
and marketing. Among high priority 
research needs cited by the Committee 
were: 


Production: Expand studies on seed 
equipment for vegetables, 
legumes, and grass seeds. Increase 
research on the influence of light, 
temperature, and other factors on 
seed germination and seed develop- 
ment. Widen the search for varieties 
of legumes, grasses, and vegetables 
with resistance to insects affecting 
seed production. 


Marketing: Expand research to ob- 
tain information on factors respon- 
sible for changes in seed dormancy, 
hardseededness, seedling vigor, and 
loss of seed viability in storage. In- 
crease efforts to develop more rapid, 
accurate, and adjective methods and 
equipment for seed testing. Initiate 
studies to adapt new developments in 
research to prevent insect infestations 
in stored grains. 


Utilization: Expand research to de- 
velop new and improved uses of honey 
as one of the most promising ways of 
assuring a prosperous beekeeping in- 
dustry, which is essential for seed 
crop pollination. 


Maine Sardine Research Lab 


A research and quality control lab- 
oratory for the Maine sardine indus- 
try will be formally opened in Bangor, 
Me., April 11. 


Six years ago the Maine sardine 
industry embarked on a 25-cent per 
case state tax financed development 
program. The new laboratory is the 
result of continuous efforts, centering 
in recent years in the Maine Sardine 
Council, to control and improve qual- 
ity of the product and processing 
efficiency. 


These activities are considered to 
be a model for progress by the U. 8. 
fishing industry. Among those tak- 
ing part in the laboratory's formal 
opening will be Ross L. Leffler, As- 


sistant Secretary of the Interior for 
Fish and Wildlife. 

Dr. Berton S. Clark, formerly sei- 
entific director of American Can Com- 
pany’s research and technical depart- 
ment, has been serving as research 
director of the Maine Sardine Council. 


Agricultural Research Policy 
(Concluded from page 137) 


studies of trends in the U. S. share 
of world agricultural trade; initiate 
research on the long-term projections 
of supply and demand for foreign 
countries; begin a pilot study of fac- 
tors that affect foreign demand for 
U. S. agricultural products. 


The Agricultural Research Policy 
Committee is made up of persons out- 
side USDA chosen to review research 
and marketing activities and to advise 
the Secretary of Agriculture on prob- 
lems that should receive special at- 
tention. 


Waste Disposal Developments 
Reported by N.C.A. Technician 


“New Developments in Cannery 
Waste Disposal” was the subject of a 
discussion by Robert A. Canham of 
the N.C.A. Washington Research Lab- 
oratory at the spring meeting of the 
Wisconsin Canners Association in 
Madison March 20. 


Particular interest has been shown 
by the Wisconsin group in several 
phases of spray irrigation. Accord- 
ingly, the present methods of design- 
ing the required area for a spray ir- 
rigation system were outlined. It was 
pointed out that a number of factors 
are to be considered in the design of 
such an area and that there is no 
set of ready-made constants. How- 
ever, enough information is available 
in most cases to make an intelligent 
design. 


Since there are a number of limita- 
tions in the use of the spray irriga- 
tion method, these were outlined in 
some detail. 


A discussion was given of the re- 
cent work wherein solids were com- 
minuted and included with the waste 
to be sprayed. In this operation the 
solids separation and subsequent man- 
ual handling and disposal would be 
eliminated. To many canners this 
would be an economic benefit as well 
as a solution to a troublesome prob- 
lem, but thus far mechanical difficul- 
ties have proven an obstacle to suc- 
cessful application of the method. 


Consumer Service Division 


Moselle Holberg, Assistant Director 
of the N.C.A. Consumer Service Di- 
vision, attended the joint convention 
of the Virginia Home Economics and 
Dietetics Associations in Roanoke, 
Va., March 20-21. 


On March 21, she was speaker at 
the meeting of the Home Economists 
in Business section. In her talk, “The 
Home Economist as the Client,” she 
pointed out the several facets of work 
done with home economists by the 
Consumer Service Division—in the 
educational field, the extension serv- 
ices, food editors, radio and television 
home economists, business home econ- 
omists, and with those in the insti- 
tutional field. 


On March 22, she was a guest on 
Virginia Mallory's television show on 
WTVR in Richmond. During Mrs. 
Mallory’s demonstration of dishes 
that featured canned foods, she and 
Miss Holberg discussed facts on buy- 
ing, storing and the preparation of 
canned foods, 


In both Roanoke and Richmond, in- 
terviews were held with home econo- 
mists. 


U. S. News & World Report 


Featured on the cover of the Febru- 
ary 15 issue of the U. S. News & 
World Report is the 14-page article, 
“Revolution in the Kitchen,” with the 
subtitle “What it means to the family 
and to industry.” 


The first 10 pages of the article were 
titled “New Foods— Better Meals, 
Less Work” and featured an exclusive 
interview with William B. Murphy, 
president of Campbell Soup Company. 
The magazine said, “Mr. Murphy, 
head of one of the country’s top food- 
processing firms, is a recognized au- 
thority on American cooking and eat- 
ing habits.” In question and answer 
form, the article begins by giving to- 
day’s trends in food preparation and 
eating habits. A discussion of trends 
in the canning and frozen food indus 
try follows. 


Other topics discussed are the food 
business in relation to the armed serv- 
ices, home canning and freezing, con- 
tainers, what TV does to dining, and 
fad ideas about foods. He goes on to 
discuss how mechanization and auto- 
mation have affected the industry, how 
food is handled in the plant, and ends 
with an outlook for the future of the 
food industry. 
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Plentiful Foods List Includes 
Freestones and Purple Plums 


Canned freestone peaches and 
canned purple plums have been placed 
on the Plentiful Foods List for May, it 
was announced March 26 by the 
USDA. The release stated that “this 
listing of plentiful foods is published 
by the Department each month in the 
operation of its plentiful foods pro- 
gram, which is designed to expand the 
market for foods which are in plenti- 
ful supply by increasing their move- 
ment to consumers through the normal 
channels of trade.“ 


Beef, eggs and turkeys are featured 
on the May list and other products 
listed are milk and other dairy prod- 
ucts, potatoes, onions, frozen straw- 
berries, peanuts and peanut butter, 
and halibut. 


With the inclusion of canned sweet 
corn on the April list, USDA had fea- 
tured that canned product for a period 
of five consecutive months beginning 
with December, with special emphasis 
that month and in January, 1957. 


Family Weekly 


The February 24 issue of Family 
Weekly, the Sunday magazine supple- 
ment distributed nationally with 154 
newspapers, carried an article featur- 
ing five recipes from the prize-winner 
of Pillsbury’s nationwide Bake-Off 
contest. The prize-winning recipe, as 
well as four other casserole recipes 
she submitted te a Family Weekly con- 
test, used canned foods. 


“She Cooked Her Way to Happi- 
ness” was an interesting story about 
the background of Mrs. Hildreth H. 
Hatheway of Santa Barbara, Calif., 
the winner of the contest. 


Family Weekly's food editor, Me- 
lanie De Proft, followed with the ar- 
ticle “Prize Recipes.” The first recipe 
given was the winner “The $25,000 
California Casserole.” Canned onions 
and condensed cream of chicken soup 
are used in the recipe. An attractive 
color photograph showed the casserole. 


The four recipes that Mrs. Hathe- 
way submitted to the Family Weekly 
casserole-dish contest were “Ham 'n' 
Yam Casserole” using canned yams, 
“Forty-Niners’ Casserole Stew” using 
canned tomatoes, “Golden Coast Sea- 
Food Savory” using canned shrimp, 
crab meat, tomato juice, ketchup, and 
chow mein noodles, and “Fix n' For- 
get Casserole” that uses canned con- 
densed tomato soup. 


Tours of N.C.A. Laboratories 


The N. C. A. Research Laboratories 
were hosts last week to three student 
groups interested in canned foods 
technology. 


The Western Research Laboratory 
was visited by 12 students and staff 
members of the Food Technology De- 
partment of Oregon State College, 
Corvallis, on March 19 as part of a 
seven-day field trip that also included 
stops at several other laboratories and 
a number of food plants in California. 


The Berkeley Laboratory was host 
on March 21 to 50 members and staff 
of a class of the U. S. Navy Environ- 
mental Sanitation Technicians School. 
After graduation these students will 
have sanitation responsibilities at na- 
val installations and on ships, which 
will include food storage and feed- 
ing where canned foods are in promi- 
nent use. 


The Navy group was given a tour 
of the laboratory facilities and a 

iscussion included such subjects as 
what is a representative sample; ex- 
terior and interior inspection of cans 
and contents; canned foods that have 
frequently been a problem to the mil- 
itary; types of canned food spoilage 
and its significance; mold count as an 
indication of quality; and the N.C.A. 
canning industry sanitation program. 


The Washington Research Labora- 
tory was visited March 22 by 30 stu- 
dents of the George Washington Uni- 
versity Medical School. The gradu- 
ate students were introduced to the 
canning industry through a showing 
of the N.C.A. film, “The Three 
Squares.” After a tour of the labora- 
tories the group was told about the 
bacteriology of canned foods and dis- 
cussed that subject with laboratory 
personnel, 


Reprints of Convention Papers 


Reprints of certain of the papers 
presented at the recent N. C. A. Con- 
vention have been made. 


In one section are the addresses at 
the Raw Products Research Session 
by Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 
Earl Butz and Fred W. Hatch. 


Another reprint reproduces the 
technical papers on instrumentation 
presented by Messrs. Scarlett, Bar- 
ber, Tiernan, Suerth and Burnett. 


Limited supplies of these reprints 
are available to members on request. 


Six European Nations Promote 
Free Trade in Common Market 


Belgium, France, Italy, Luxem- 
bourg, The Netherlands, and West 
Germany signed a treaty in Rome on 
March 25 establishing a European 
common market, which is intended 
to present a common tariff against 
goods from outside the area while 
permitting the free circulation of 
goods produced within the area. 


In addition, quantitative restric- 
tions such as import quotas are to be 
eliminated. These aims are to be 
achieved in a transitional period of at 
least 12 years divided into three stages 
of four years each. 


The general principle is that the 
common tariff to be adopted by the 
six states for imports from other 
countries by the end of the transi- 
tional period is to represent a mathe- 
matical average of the tariff levels 
of the six states on January 1, 1957. 
This rule is qualified by agreement 
on five lists of products to be ex- 
cepted from it. 


The first cut in tariffs would be 
made one year after the treaty takes 
effect and will be a 10 percent reduc- 
tion applied uniformly to all duties. 
Another tariff reduction of 10 per 
cent would be made 18 months later, 
and a third at the end of the fourth 
year. After the first four-year stage 
tariffs must come down by at least 
25 percent, and after the second stage 
50 percent. 


Taxes having the effect of customs 
duties are to be gradually eliminated 
during the transitional period, except 
that France was granted permission 
to continue her special import taxes. 


Agricultural products are declared 
to be included in the common market 
but under special conditions permit- 
ting stabilization of the market by 
a common agricultural policy to be 
developed during the transitional 
period. 


The overseas territories of the six 
member states are to be “associated” 
with the European common market. 


The United Kingdom has expressed 
a desire to associate itself with the 
European Economic Community, as 
it is formally titled. However, it is 
contemplated that the U.K. would re- 
tain its separate national tariff 
against products originating outside 
the free trade area, in order to con- 
tinue its Commonwealth preferences. 


information Letter 


Status of Legislation 


Agricultural trade development— 
S. 1814 (Ellender of La.), to 


raise 
Title I authorizations from billion 
to $4 billion and extend P. L. 480 to 
June 30, 1958, was reported by Sen- 


ate Agriculture Committee March 26 
and is the subject of hearings begun 
75 the House Agriculture Committee 

arch 29. 

Alaska statehood—H. R. 50 (Bart- 
lett) to provide statehood for Alaska, 
was the — 4 of hearings by the 
House Interior and Insular Affairs 
Committee March 11-29. S. 49 was 
the subject of hearings by a Senate 
Interior Subcommittee March 25-26. 

Antimerger legislation—H. R. 2143 
(Celler of N. Y.), to require prior 
notification of corporate mergers, was 
the subject of hearings by a House 
Judiciary Subcommittee March 20-22. 
8. 198 (O’Mahoney of Wyo.) is pend- 
ing before Senate Antimonopoly Sub- 
committee. 

Corporate tar extension—H. R. 
4090, extending corporate and excise 
taxes for 15 months—to June 30, 
1958, was passed by the Senate March 
27 and by the House March 28, clear- 
ing the bill for the President. 


Defense procurement—S. 1537 (Mc- 
Clellan of Ark. and McCarthy of 
Wis.) and a number of companion 
bills in the House, to create a “Supply 
and Service Administration” in the 
Department of Defense for purchase 
and distribution of common supply 
items, in line with Hoover Commis- 
sion recommendations, have been in- 
troduced and referred to Armed Serv- 
ices Committees, which are awaiting 
comments from the Department. 

FDA chemical additives—Bills pro- 
viding for FDA control over addition 
of chemicals to food have been intro- 
duced. FDA informed House Inter- 
state Commerce Committee on March 
6 that an FDA proposal is now before 
the Budget Bureau for approval and 
will be submitted to Congress as soon 
as it is cleared. The House Com- 
mittee now is hearing members of 
Congress who are sponsors of chemi- 
cal additive legislation. Agenda for 
hearings expected to be announced 
soon. 

Government contracts—H. R. 722, 
to amend the Robinson-Patman Act 
so as to make sales to nonprofit insti- 
tutions for resale, subject to the Act, 
will be the subject of hearings by 
House Judiciary Committee after it 
receives statements from government 
agencies concerned. 

ICC agricultural exemption—S. 
1689 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H. R. 
5823 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 
6 2 exemption in sec. 203 
©) of the Interstate Commerce 
ct, have been introduced. 


ICC private carriers—S, 1490 


(Magnuson of Wash.), to require pri- 
vate motor carriers to register with 
the ICC annually, was the subject of 
hearin, by the Senate Commerce 
Committee March 20-22. A companion 
bill, H. R. 6664 (Harris of Ark.), was 
the subject of hearings by the House 
Commerce Committee March 28-29. 
Marketing orders, cranberries—A 
number of bills to amend the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Agreement Act so as 
to authorize marketing orders for 
cranberries for canning, have been in- 
troduced. No action scheduled. N.C.A. 


opposes. 
Potato market 


i and labeling—S. 
1315 (McCarthy ‘of Wis.) and S. 1393 
(Smith of Me. and 19 co-sponsors) 
and companion bills in the House 
would prohibit the sale of potatoes 
that are of a lower grade than U. 8. 
No. 2, if this restriction is approved 
by two-thirds of the potato producers 
voting in a referendum; and would 
authorize the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture to suspend the grade restrictions 
in sales to canners if the potatoes 
meet all the requirements of No. 2 
.—— except size. House Agriculture 
ommittee to hold hearin April 
15-16. N. C. A. opposes application to 
canning. 

Poultry inspection—S. 1747 (Aiken 
of Vt.), providing for compulsory 
USDA inspection of poultry products, 
was reported by Senate iculture 
Committee as a clean bill March 28. 

Robinson-Patman Act—S. 11 (Ke- 
fauver of Tenn.) and H. R. 11 (Pat- 
man of Tex.), to restrict the good 
faith defense against a charge of price 
discrimination, was the subject of 
hearings by the Senate Antitrust 
Subcommittee March 12-20. The Sen- 
ate subcommittee reopened hearings 
March 26. 


Wage-Hour—Various bills to in- 
crease the minimum wage, broaden 
coverage and eliminate existing ex- 
emptions in the Fair Labor Standards 
Act, were the subject of hearings by 
the Senate Labor Committee. The 
House Labor Subcommittee continues 
to hear witnesses. 

Waste disposal H. R. 1082 (Byrnes 
of Wis.), HR. 2463 (Lipscomb of 
Calif.), and H. R. 4134 (Simpson of 
Pa.), to allow rapid amortization of 
waste dis 1 facilities and treat- 
ment works, have been introduced. 
N. C. A. supports the proposal, which 
is before House Ways and Means 
Committee. 


Farm Workers Safety Rules 


A hearing on proposed regulation 
of motor carrier transportation of 
migrant agricultural workers has 
been announced by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission for May 8. 


The proposed regulations were the 
subject of an informal meeting with 
officials of the Motor Carrier Division 
of ICC on January 24 and written 
views were received by the ICC on 
February 12; these will be made a 
part of the record of the forthcom- 
ing hearings. 


N.C.A., a number of the state and 
regicnal canners associations, and 
individual companies submitted state- 
ments at that time suggesting certain 
changes in the proposed regulations 
(see INFORMATION LETTER of March 
9, page 113). 

The May 8 hearings will be held 
at the ICC beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
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